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BENEFICE MAGAZINE – June 2025 

Edition for the Parishes of Herriard with Winslade, Tunworth, 

Upton Grey and Weston Patrick 

 

Letter from the Benefice Ministry Team 

In Church, we are in the season of Easter and we 

are looking at the resurrection appearances of 

Jesus. For Christians now, and over the last 2000 

years, they have been part of the proof that Jesus 

is the Messiah who was promised in the Old 

Testament, and that He is the Son of God. They 

are also part of the proof of eternal life, that God 

raised to life His Son as both a conqueror of death 

and a pioneer for us to follow. The disciples in 

many ways prefigure our own journeys of faith. Before Jesus was 

arrested, they were close to Him, perhaps hanging on His every word. 

But when the going got tough, and Jesus was arrested, they fell away. 

They would have been devastated by His death. Yet His resurrection 

transformed their lives. They realised that everything He had said was 

true, and they were inspired to tell everyone about Him to the ends of the 

known world, and that of course has led to us hearing the Gospel in 

church. It was the disciples’ acceptance of the resurrection that 

transformed their lives and it is what transforms our lives too. 

John the Gospel writer carefully selected his resurrection accounts. 

He wrote towards the end of his Gospel that he could have written so 

much more about Jesus, but he carefully selected what he wrote to make 

the single point: that we would believe that Jesus was the Son of God. 

We have to remember that the disciples already had seen that Jesus had 

risen from the dead. They believed and trusted in who Jesus was and He 

was for this brief time physically moving in and out of their lives as they 

lived with Him in their hearts.  

One of the resurrection stories that is in John’s Gospel has Jesus 

appearing on the shore after Peter and some of the disciples had been 

fishing all night. They had not caught anything. Then Jesus shouts out to 

them from the shore, “try the other side of the boat”. Their tired eyes and 

the dim light meant that they could not see who it was who shouted at 

them, but they heeded the advice and caught a huge haul of fish. They 

then dragged their full net to the shore and recognised that it was Jesus 

who had shouted out to them. John recorded that they had caught 153 

large fish. Is this just some quaint fishing tale or is there more to it? 
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For centuries much has been made of the number 153. If you love 

mathematics then it is both a pyramidic number and the sum of the first 

five factorial numbers. 153 was apparently believed in Biblical times to 

represent the total number of known species of fish. It was also linked to 

the Hebrew words chosen by the prophet Ezekiel when he prophesied 

about a future restoration and a new creation and relationship with God. 

Put shortly, 153 was considered to be a number symbolic of the breadth 

of God’s creation and of future hope with God. 

This fishing story is one of the last accounts of Jesus on earth with 

His disciples. It has echoes of the start of his earthly ministry with Jesus 

calling the disciples, where other Gospels record Jesus as saying that 

they would be ‘fishers of men’, a phrase that means they would point 

men and women towards Jesus, and lead them to faith. If we take this 

resurrection encounter on the shore, with Jesus being the person that 

causes it, the number 153 being significant and symbolic, and the calling 

of the disciples as followers of Jesus to then become ‘fishers of men’, we 

see a picture of Jesus commissioning His disciples and all who believe 

and trust in Him to become ‘fishers of men’ throughout the world. Jesus 

was making it clear through the catch of fish that the Gospel was for the 

whole world. The disciples took heed. Peter spent the next 30 years as 

the first Bishop of Rome.  

As Peter’s successor in Rome is being selected, it is worth us all 

recalling that this is where it all started, with Jesus calling Peter and all 

those who believe and trust in Jesus to be ‘fishers of men’ and for the 

Gospel to be preached to all people from all parts of the world. 

The Reverend Mark Ruffell 

Associate Curate, North Hampshire Downs Benefice 

at All Saints’ Church, Tunworth 

 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

Funeral: Freedom (Fred) Duffett at St Mary’s Upton Grey on 28th April  
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CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Sunday 1st June 

9.00am Tunworth – BCP Holy Communion 

10.00am Upton Grey – CW Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 8th June 

10.00am Herriard – BCP Holy Communion (said) 

10.00am Upton Grey – Morning Worship 

10.00am Weston Patrick – CW Holy Communion 

6.00pm Tunworth – Evensong 

6.00pm Upton Grey – Summer Evensong 
 

Thursday 12th June 

10.00am Upton Grey – BCP Holy Communion (said) 
 

Sunday 15th June 

9.00am Tunworth – 1662 Morning Prayer 

10.00am Herriard – Morning Worship 

10.00am Upton Grey – CW Holy Communion 
 

Thursday 19th June 
10.00am Herriard – BCP Holy Communion (said) 

 

June 22nd June 

9.00am Tunworth – Pet Service 

10.00am Herriard – Pet Service, Street Croft Farm (park at church) 

10.00am Upton Grey – Pet Service 

5.00pm Weston Patrick – Evensong 
 

Sunday 29th June 

9.00am Mapledurwell– Benefice CW Holy Communion 

11.00am Odiham – Benefice Informal Service 
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CHURCH NEWS 

 

Sunday 29th June – come and worship together! 

Please do come and join us as we gather together from across our 12 

benefice churches, for special ‘all together’ worship services, on Sunday 

29th June. 

 That day is a ‘5th Sunday’ when we normally just have two 

services in the benefice - a traditional service and an informal service - 

and worship all together. There is also an extra reason to gather that 

Sunday, as Rev’d Luke Augustyn will have been ordained priest in 

Winchester Cathedral the day before, and so we will be celebrating his 

ordination and he will be presiding at communion for the first time. 

 So that morning our only services will be: 

• 9.00am, St Mary’s Mapledurwell, a traditional service with Common 

Worship Holy Communion. 

• 11.00am, All Saints Odiham, an informal service, including children’s 

church. 

 All are invited to join us from across the benefice for these services 

that morning. 

Rev’d Chris Dudgeon 

Rector, North Hampshire Downs Benefice 

 

Coffee & Cake 

All Saints Tunworth, St Mary’s Upton Grey and St Lawrence Weston 

Patrick are continuing with their regular coffee/cake sessions. The June 

events are: 

• Coffee and cake in the church porch, All Saints Tunworth, at 

10.30am on Thursday June 5th 

• Coffee and cake drop-in at Upton Grey Village Hall, 11.00am-

1.00pm on Monday June 9th & 23rd 

• Coffee morning at Weston Patrick Village Hall, 11.00am-12.30pm 

on Wednesday June 25th 

Tea or coffee, slice of cake, chat. Open to all, very informal, no need to 

book, just turn up. All ages welcome! 
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KidsZoneKidsZoneKidsZoneKidsZone    
Hi everyone!  

You are never too small to have big Hope! 

Have you ever hoped for something special, like a birthday gift or a fun 

trip? Hope is when we believe something good is coming, even if we 

can’t see it yet.  

 In the Bible, Christian hope is a little like that - but much bigger 

and stronger! Christian Hope means trusting that God will always keep 

His promises. His promise that He loves us, that He has a plan for our 

lives, that He wants the best for us, that we do not have to worry, because 

he has it under control… It’s not just wishing - it’s knowing deep in our 

hearts that God is good and He is with us, even during hard times. 

You are never too small to have big Hope! 
 Christians believe that Jesus is the reason for our hope. Just a few 

weeks ago, at Easter, we remembered that He came to earth, died on the 

cross, and rose again so that we can have a forever friendship with God. 

Because of Jesus, we know that no matter what happens, we are never 

alone. God is always working for good, and one day, He will make 

everything right. We have a Hope, that He is in control and that love will 

win in the end. But just because we have Hope, it doesn’t mean we 

should shrug our shoulders and give up trying to be God’s hands and feet 

in this difficult world… 

 Sometimes life can feel scary or 

sad. For some people in our 

community, especially our friends 

from Ukraine, life is particularly 

scary at the moment, and they can be 

left worrying about the future and 

feeling like we can do nothing about 

it. So let me introduce Надія (or 

Nadiya, in English), and her intrepid 

driver, Diana. In February, a group of 

young people from England and 

Ukraine, who really trust that God is 

our Hope and has a plan, decided to 

try to do something practical in a 
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small way to make the world a little less scary and sad and worked hard 

to raise nearly £10,000 to send a vehicle, jam-packed with humanitarian 

aid, to Ukraine. They had a big Hope that the small thing they could do, 

could make a massive difference. The young people named her Nadiya, 

which means ‘hope’ in Ukrainian. And by the time you read this, it will 

be over there, and already helping people injured in the war. They didn’t 

give up and think there was nothing they could do, they trusted in the 

hope they had in God, and did something about it. 

You are never too small to have big Hope. 
The Bible says, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace as you trust in Him.” That means He fills our hearts with joy and 

peace - like a warm hug from someone who loves us, when we trust in 

him, when we have Hope. So whenever you feel worried or unsure, 

remember: Christian hope is holding on to God’s love and trusting His 

plan, even when things are scary. It’s the kind of hope that motivates us 

to work for God’s love in our world. It’s the kind of hope that never runs 

out! So remember: 

You are never too small to have big Hope. 
 Maybe you’d like to download a colouring page all 

about Hope? Just scan this QR code! 

God Bless and see you next time! 

 
 

Helen Chatfield 

Youth Outreach Worker 

youth@moretolife.church 

07540 140228 

 
 

Diana Maclean is a local resident, and has just returned from her fourth trip to 

Ukraine as part of the charity Pickups For Peace (www.pickupsforpeace.co.uk). 

P4P have so far delivered 642 vehicles loaded with much needed supplies in 20 

convoys using 1,134 drivers. Drivers fund themselves there and back, and are 

looked after while in Ukraine by the hugely grateful Ukrainian community. The 

young people here are raising further money to send another vehicle later this 

year - please visit their Just Giving page www.justgiving.com/page/odiham-

youth-2025. 
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NEWS FROM THE VILLAGES 

 

Farming News 

Spring is turning into summer following a prolonged dry spell which 

was needed after the wet winter we had. But it has gone a bit far the 

other way now if I’m being fussy. The crops have taken up the early 

fertiliser and are slowly growing away despite the chilly northerly breeze 

we had been getting. But as we turned the month into May, the warmer 

weather has arrived and the crops have responded quickly. As I write 

this we have just had a thunder shower pass over giving a refreshing 

drink for the spring sown crops of barley and maize. We had just applied 

the last doses of fertiliser to our crops beforehand so the timings worked 

out nicely to wash it into the roots of the crops. Not often this happens, 

more luck than judgement! But this is important as our crops can only 

uptake the nitrogen fertiliser through its roots.  

Although dry, this weather has given us a tremendous amount of 

sunshine. Which has been great for the flowering period of the oil seed 

rape crop (OSR). This is essential, as you will know sunlight is the key 

ingredient for a plant to photosynthesize. Our OSR crop uses its flowers 

to convert this sunlight and they only flower for a short period of time 

which is why it’s important that the sun shines during this period. The 

energy provided from the sunlight has a knock on effect to yield. Lack of 

sunlight will produce shorter pods and smaller seeds. Now the flowers 

have dropped you can seed the pods forming and filling out with seeds.  

The negative impact of the dry weather is now showing in some of 

the winter wheat plants though. The flag leaf, which is the main leaf of 

the plant that is usually the broadest leaf, has started the curl up to 

preserve moisture. The flag leaf is used in the same effect to the flowers 

of the OSR plants. This broad leaf captures as much sunlight as possible 

to photosynthesize, so when the leaf curls up it restricts this process and 

will reduce grain fill which reduces yield. It’s not critical yet but some 

rain wouldn’t go a miss! Also I noticed that the Wheat has started to 

come out in ‘ear’, this is farmer terminology for the grains emerging 

from the stem of the plant. This is a lot earlier than usual so another sign 

that the plant is potentially stressed and is rushing through its growth 

stages.  

Our disappointing crop this year has been the Hybrid rye. This is 

grown for the Anaerobic digester in Herriard. It is a relatively small seed 

that is pretty fussy, and needs the weather to be on its side as it starts 
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growing. Which last year it didn’t, with a record level of rainfall in 

September it was always going to have the odds stacked against it. 

We’ve got large patches of bare where the slugs decimated it, and other 

parts of fields where it had waterlogged and the planted drowned out. It 

is something we are having to adapt to as we seem to be getting 

prolonged periods of weather, either dry or wet.  

On the chicken side of the farm, they are enjoying the sunshine. 

Being able to range, sunbathe and dust themselves outside certainly 

makes for happier chicken rather than wading around in mud and 

puddles! New this year for us is two new nest boxes for the birds to lay 

their eggs in. This gives more laying area for the hens and makes 

collecting eggs a lot easier for us, as the laying area is on a slight angle, 

so when the hen lays its egg it will roll onto a central belt that we can 

turn and gather all the eggs at the end of the shed. We have also found 

we are getting less cracked eggs as well which is another bonus.  

We are also moving into competition season, these are very much a 

casual low key, local farmer competitions. But also are a great way of 

benchmarking with fellow farmers to see how your farm is performing. 

We enter all the crops we grow as well as the farm business as a whole. 

But also having a chat with farmers from out of the area and 

discussing/moaning about our problems and the weather. So fingers 

crossed for a drop of rain before then!       Will Cheyney 
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UPTON GREY NEWS 

www.uptongreychurch.co.uk 

www.uptongreyparishcouncil.co.uk 

facebook.com/uptongreyvillagecommunity 

 

June is busy!  Event summary: 

* Saturday 7th June - fete (includes portable bell tower!) 

* Monday 9th & 23th June - Coffee & Cake drop in  

* Wednesday 18th June - Vicarage Tea & Cake (T@3 deferred to July) 

* Sunday 22nd June (10.00am) - Pet Service  

* Sunday 22nd June (6.30pm) - Concert for a Summer Evening 

then Junior Tennis Coaching from 4th to 7th August 

and Comedy Theatre in Church Meadow on Sunday 10th August 

 

Upton Grey Village Hall 100 Club Winners 

The winners for May are 

1st Prize (£100) A E Wills  

2nd Prize (£40) V Buckley 

Congratulations!    

Remember it’s not too late to join the 100 Club for a chance of winning. 

Please contact Sam or Wendy at UGVH100@gmail.com for details. 

 

St Mary’s Church Fete: Saturday 7th June 2.00-5.00pm, Sherborne 

Cottage Gardens, Upton Grey  

Coming very soon! We look forward to seeing you all at this long-

standing village event which is both a fundraiser for the church and fun 

entertainment for all ages. All the usual stalls plus delicious home-made 

cream teas, Pimms and ice creams and the ever popular Punch & Judy 

show and Cove Brass Band to entertain. 

New this year – try your hand at bell ringing with the Mobile 

Belfry and our very own team of Church bell ringers. 

We are very grateful to Nick and Rosie Ralls who have kindly 

agreed for us to use their beautiful gardens at Sherborne Cottage, Church 

Street, Upton Grey.  

Please note – this is largely a CASH event. Thank you so much in 

advance for your support and may the sun shine! 

Sarah Barnes and Frances Yeowart on behalf of St Mary’s Church, 

Upton Grey PCC - Contact: francesyeowart@outlook.com 
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How to help: 

Teas 
Denise Turnbull will be running the teas with her wonderful team of 

helpers.  If you would like to make a cake, please leave at Compton 

House on Friday 6th June or first thing on the morning.  

Cake Stall  

Eliza Bromley-Davenport (Sun Cottage) and friends are running the cake 

stall, so they too will be asking for donations. Eliza can be contacted: 

Elizagorebrowne@gmail.com 

Toys 
Good quality toys much appreciated. 

Mary Harman     mobile: 07909 510829 for drop off instructions.  

White Elephant 
Frances Yeowart and helpers will be running the White Elephant stall.  

Any good quality and clean unwanted items that can be sold from a 

table (!) are welcome.  Please bring to the stall during the morning of the 

fete, or, if this is a problem, please contact Frances and arrange for drop-

off. Mobile: 07774163217 

Books 
We very much welcome donations of second-hand books in good 

condition but please bear in mind what is likely to sell. We would like 

*modern* novels/literary/thrillers/romance and young adult/children’s 

books, but we cannot usually manage to sell out-of-date non-fiction, i.e. 

factual books such as ‘how-to’ or history or old cookbooks. 

Please could you kindly bring your donations to the stall in the 

morning of the Fete or when you first arrive in the afternoon. 

If in doubt, dump your unwanted books yourself rather than donate 

them to the stall, as we can’t store anything and some of us are too old to 

take heavy loads to recycling! 

Contact Susie Vereker 01256 862365 

Raffle 

If you can’t come but would like to contribute, or are just feeling 

generous, Sarah Barnes would be delighted to receive raffle prizes such 

as you would like to win yourself! Email: pg.barnes@btinternet.com 
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Children’s Games 

Helpers required - please contact Tara Brown email: 

tarabrown179@googlemail.com if you can spare an hour or two... 

Garden Stall  

Early call-out for the UG fete garden stall. The garden stall takes year-

round effort and as with all the other stalls relies on donations. If you are 

having a clear-out/spring clean of the shed and have any unwanted 

garden tools, garden furniture, an old wheelbarrow, hanging baskets, 

terracotta/ceramic garden pots then please don’t throw them away. If you 

have leftover flower or vegetable seedlings, the odd bag of compost, or 

maybe overbought on your bedding plants, are dividing a Hosta or any 

perennials, surplus rhubarb, the odd indoor plant or anything that could 

possibly be sold on a ‘garden’ stall please let me know – I can collect or 

just drop on my drive or deliver to the stall on the day – Clock Cottage, 

Cleves Lane, Tel: 862705. Any donations will be very much appreciated 

– Thankyou.  Debbie Bridle (debbie@debbie-bridle.com) 

Tombola Collection 25 May to 5 June 
A collector from the Tombola Team will be knocking on your door 

sometime between 25th May and 5th June. Any goodies you can donate 

will be much appreciated – bottles, jars, tins, confectionery etc. If you 

want to drop off a donation instead, please call me on the number below. 

 The tombola is one of the main features of the fete and is always 

very popular, a great fundraiser and known as the best tombola in 

Hampshire! We are always very grateful to the villagers for providing 

such a great collection of exciting prizes, so thank you in advance. Here 

is a picture of one we prepared last year! Patrick Symington 07867 

537373 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

Upton Grey Ringers Go on Tour 

St Mary’s Upton Grey bell ringers plus three welcome guests took to the 
roads on 5th April 2025 for their annual tour. Well, they tried to take to 
the roads but one of the welcome guests (Rachel’s Dad) had a puncture 
when nearly at the first tower – Assumption of the Mary Blessed in Upper 
Froyle – with the net result that a passing angel fixed her Dad’s car 
meaning he was able to ring there, whilst Rachel and her friend Lucy 
(from primary school days) having scoured the roads of Hampshire for 
her Dad not realising he was ‘fixed’, missed the first tower all together.  
Meanwhile, whilst the bells were not the easiest to ring, all those that rang 
got off to a good start. The second tower, Holy Rood Church, Holybourne 
had the full complement of tour ringers plus Mike from Holybourne. 
They were beautiful bells, and the ringing was pretty good too.   

A delicious lunch was enjoyed at The White Hart in Holybourne 
before we all merrily set off for tower number 3 in Alton – All Saints.  
Rachel again experiencing a bit of a calamity when all of a sudden, she 
thought she’d lost her mind as she couldn’t ‘stop’ the bell.  After handing 
over to Pete, a much more experienced ringer, it was discovered that the 
bell was in fact broken.  Rachel and Lucy had now actually only rung at 1 
out of 3 towers and it was now 15:00.  Hey Ho, we all then traipsed over 
to St. Matthew’s Church, Blackmoor – a stunningly beautiful church and 
everyone enjoyed the relatively easy to ring bells there. 

It was now time for tea in the church rooms behind St. Mary’s 
Church, Bentley - elegant, light and very functional - adjacent to the 
church. We all finally got to sample Brenda’s mouth-watering cake that 
we’d been looking forward to throughout the day and Lucy Church’s 
delicious blueberry muffins.  Oh….and then there was a little more 
ringing. In Bentley the entrance to the ringing room is DOWN a few 
steps – very unusual. The bells have a long ‘draft’ (lots of rope) which 
makes ringing them a bit more of a challenge, but it was lovely to ring 
there and adapting how you ring to each tower is all part of the 
experience, it was great to be joined by Simon and Harry from Bentley. 

Many thanks to Mike from Holybourne who helped Rachel 
organise the tour, Pete for organising the leads and methods (tunes) for 
each tower and to Alan Frost, Lucy Armstrong and Caroline Winnicott 
for joining us. Particular congratulations to our beginner ringers - Brenda 
and Paul as it can be a challenge to ring many new bells, and they 
managed incredibly well.  Here’s to 2026! 

If you’d like to join the ringers and maybe the 2026 tour, we practise 
on Thursday nights. We will also have a light-weight ‘mini tower’ at the 

Village Fete on Saturday 7th June so do come and say hello. 
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Please contact Michael Church mjchurch@btinternet.com or 
Rachel Dulai rachel@rachel-dulai.co.uk if you’d like an introduction to 
the bells. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicarage Tea and Cake 

On Wednesday 18th June Tea and Cake will be served in the Vicarage 

garden in Upton Grey (weather permitting) from 3.00-5.00pm. We’d like 

to extend an invitation to all ‘senior’ members of Upton Grey, Tunworth, 

Herriard and Weston Partick to join us! If you’d like to come RSVP 

simon@moretolife.church or suzanne@moretolife.church 

Hope to see you there.    Rev Simon Butler & Suzanne Newcombe 

 

Tea@3 

Please note that T@3 in June will not take place as a separate event as 

we are all invited to the Vicarage on 18th June. Our next T@3 is on 

Thursday 24th July at the Orchard, Weston Road by kind invitation of 

Adele Dunkley. In August, we are invited to Pond House by Sarah 

Barnes and that will be on Thursday 21st August. Lifts can be arranged 

for any of these occasions - please ring me, Jill Lestrille, on 862131. 
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Upton Grey Pet Service at 10.00am on 22nd June 2025 

Paul Birkbeck will be leading the Upton Grey Pet Service at 10.00am on 

22nd June 2025. As is traditional, the service will be held in the 

churchyard, weather permitting. It will be short, but with a couple of 

very well-known hymns accompanied by an organist on a keyboard, and 

there will be coffee and biscuits afterwards - for adults and children 

only! Water will be available for dogs, etc. All pets - of whatever variety 

and however great or small - are welcome, and each will receive an 

individual blessing by name. Children are also very welcome, as are 

owners of both pets and children. So do please come and join us and 

bring your pet for a blessing. 
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Concert for a Summer Evening @ St Mary’s Church, Upton Grey. 

Sunday 22nd June @ 6.30 pm - Back by popular request!  

Join us for a beautiful programme of music to fill a summer’s evening, 

featuring our splendid new pipe organ and an entertaining selection of 

songs, arias and duets performed by a young professional quartet of 

singers. The power of such voices in our little church must be heard to 

be believed! We are delighted that Andrew Sackett, former organist at 

Tewkesbury Abbey and St Pauls’ Knightsbridge, will be returning to 

present the evening.  

Everyone is very welcome, but we are limiting the audience to 80. 

Hopefully the weather will be at its glorious midsummer best so we can 

spill outside after the concert to enjoy a glass of wine in the evening 

sunshine. Tickets to this special village event, @ £18 to include a glass 

of wine, can be reserved by emailing Frances Yeowart: 

francesyeowart@outlook.com 

On behalf of St Mary’s PCC – we look forward to seeing you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Tennis Coaching: Monday 4th - Thursday 7th August 

Sessions start from 9.00am and are 45 minutes long. The coach will be 

Andrew Ridgers, who has been leading the tennis coaching for many 

years. He is very experienced and highly regarded and makes the 

sessions fun for all. He also coaches at Odiham tennis club.  

The youngest children have the first session, which is 45 minutes, 

and then there are several more groups, largely grouped together by age. 

The age range is roughly 3.5 up to 16/17 year olds. 

Coffee and Cake drop in 

Upton Grey Village Hall 

Monday 9th & 23rd June 

11.00-1.00 

All welcome St Mary’s Upton Grey 
www.moretolife.church 
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The cost is £16 per child, whether your child is able to attend all 

the days or not. We are able to keep this low due to the continued and 

much appreciated support from the Upton Grey Educational Trust. 

In the event of bad weather, the sessions will be cancelled. Please 

email Susannah Livingston Booth: slivingstonbooth@gmail.com with 

your child/children’s name(s), age(s), and your contact details. 

Payment should be made by the 1st August 2025 by Bank Transfer 

to Upton Grey Village Tennis Court. Bank Details are Sort Code 30-93-

32, Account No: 02410908 or alternatively you can pay by cash to: 

 Susannah Livingston Booth 

at Redwing House, Cemetery Lane, Upton Grey, RG25 2RD 

 

Comedy Theatre in Church Meadow, Upton Grey 

Sunday August 10th at 4.30pm 
We are delighted that the Rain or Shine theatre company will be staging 

Sheridan’s “The Rivals” on Sunday 10th August at 4.30pm. Gate opens 

at 3.30pm for you to set up your picnic and settle down to the chaotic 

comedy of languishing lovers; deadly duels and ... Mrs Malaprop! Get 

your tickets (£15 for adults and children over 11 years old) at 

rainorshine.co.uk. See you on 10th August - come rain or shine! 

Upton Grey Drama Group 

 

St Mary’s Church, Upton Grey: Did You Know? 

In addition to Captain Charles Tyler who fought at the Battle of Trafalgar 

(see the April edition), other men from our village also fought in the 20-

year-long war of national survival against the French forces of Napoleon. 

John Henry Beaufoy was aged 4 at the start of the War. He lived at 

Upton Grey House and worshipped in our Church. Aged 19, he was 

commissioned into the Royal Fusiliers, with the rank of lieutenant. He 

joined the British army in the Peninsula under the command of Sir 

Arthur Wellesley (later the Duke of Wellington). By July 1809 the 

British Army had forced the French out of Portugal and turned its 

attention on Spain. 

The British army combined with an allied Spanish army west of 

Talavera and advanced on the French. Unknown to them, the French 

army had been reinforced, and the Royal Fusiliers were the first to be 

attacked. As the enemy fell back, the order was given to charge. It seems 

likely that Lieutenant Beaufoy was at the fore and, with sword in hand, 

ran towards the enemy, when he became one of the first of his Regiment 

to die that day. A fine memorial to him appears in our Church. 
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Thomas Woodman was the son of the landlord of the Hoddington 

Arms. He fought 6 years later at the Battle of Waterloo on 18 June 1815, 

serving with 1st Kings Dragoon Guards. He was killed in one of the last 

cavalry charges made by the Guards on that day. Out of the 530 men of 

the Kings Dragoon Guards who paraded that morning, only 15 were still 

in action at the end of the day. Thomas Woodman’s widow Ann was 

provided with a cottage - called ‘Waterloo Cottage’ - by Lieutenant 

Beaufoy’s Father in the grounds of Upton Grey House, where she lived 

for many years.                                                             Geoffrey Yeowart 

 

Swift Nest Boxes at Upton Grey 

As a follow on to the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust article 

(see Other News and Events at the end of the Mag), we are very 

concerned about the rapid decline in Swift numbers. This is almost 

entirely due to the reduction in available nest sites, and one example is 

that, in the past, Swifts often made nests of mud under the eaves of 

houses, attached to the soffit boards beneath the gutters. Unfortunately, 

most modern houses nowadays use plastic soffits, and mud will not stick 

to plastic, so Swifts cannot nest on modern buildings. 

The answer is to provide Swift nest boxes, and an innovative 

solution is to put Swift nest boxes in church towers. This idea has been 

very successful in various churches and cathedrals throughout 

Hampshire, and last year (2024) we installed Swift nest boxes at three 

churches in the Benefice, Greywell, Herriard, and Upton Grey.  The nest 

boxes were installed in the bell towers behind the louvres. 

However, things at Upton 

Grey did not turn out as 

expected, as kestrels and 

jackdaws nested just below 

where the nest boxes were 

installed.  So, sadly, we did not 

get any Swifts nesting last year, 

but we are keeping our fingers 

crossed for this year. Nothing 

wrong with kestrels and jackdaws, indeed, delightful to see them, but let’s 

hope they nest elsewhere this year. 

…. But we were not alone. Swifts did not nest at Greywell or 

Herriard last year either. Paul Birkbeck, Secretary to the St Mary’s 

Upton Grey PCC uptongreypccsecretary@hotmail.com 



LOCAL DIRECTORY 
(Please take up advertisers’ references if necessary.  
We must disclaim responsibility) 
 
 
ACCOUNTS 
AQUILA ACCOUNTING. 
Bookkeeping, VAT and Tax for sole traders 
and small businesses. On paper or Xero cloud. 
Weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly. 
Making Tax Digital support. 
01256 445225 
Wendy@AquilaAccounting.co.uk 
www.AquilaAccounting.co.uk 
 
B20 LIMITED – Chartered Certified Accountants. 
Accounts and Tax Returns preparation and advice.  
Payroll and Book-keeping support for local 
businesses on or off-site  
Call Caroline on 01420 88250 (Alton), mob 07831 
696231   email caroline.scull@b20ltd.co.uk 
 
ART, FRAMING, GIFTS, JEWELLERY WORKSHOP 
THE FRAME Located on Odiham High Street, we 
offer ‘made to measure’ and ‘ready-made’ solutions 
for all your framing needs. Pop in for a no obligation 
consultation. Original and print art available to buy, as 
well as gifts and jewellery. Tuesday to Saturday - 
9.30am to 5pm.  81 High Street, Odiham. 
01256 701082      www.theframe-gallery.co.uk  
hello@theframe-gallery.co.uk 
 
 
KATHARINE JANE.   
Gifts for all occasions.  
Fountains Mall, High St, Odiham. 
01256 703482 katharinejane.co.uk 
kate.dunford@btopenworld.com 
 
JEWELLERY & SILVERSMITHING WORKSHOP 
Bench space for experienced makers, and teaching 
for beginners & intermediates 
Please contact Harriet by text anytime 0780 
1233966 or email hkw@roundobjects.co.uk 
 
BUILDERS, PLASTERING, DECORATORS, 
JOINERY-CARPENTRY, ROOFING 
See also Furniture & Joinery.  And Gardening 
ANSCOMBE & SONS 
Builders & Contractors, Manor Farm Yard,  
Greywell Road, Upton Grey, RG25 2RQ 
01256 862 995    info@anscombeandsons.co.uk 
www.anscombeandsons.co.uk 

Builders, carpentry, decorators continued 
 
The Basingstoke ARTISAN HANDYMAN.  Local, 
trustworthy and reliable. A skilled Handyman who can 
also add a bespoke flavour to your projects. Any size 
job considered, quick and simple to complex. 
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806 
 
JACK BRUNSDON & SON. Bespoke Wooden 
Windows and Doors since 1964. With over 50 years 
of heritage, craftsmanship and service we transform 
homes across the south of England and beyond. 
Phone 01993 885080 to book a visit at our Herriard 
Showroom, 1 Stable Court, Herriard Park, Herriard, 
RG25 2PL     www.jackbrunsdon.co.uk 
hello@jackbrunsdon.co.uk 
 
R J COUTTS - General Builder and Plasterer. 
Call for a free no obligation quote. No job too small! 
Tel: 07786543671  
rjcoutts@hotmail.co.uk 

 
CUBITT BUILDERS 
Kolkinnon House, Up Nately RG27 9PD 
01256 766939 / 07721 410148 
hugo@cubitt.biz   www.cubittbuilders.com 
 
HERRINGBONE BRICKWORK LTD 
Masonry Specialist - Brickwork, Stonework and lime 
mortar. New-builds, extensions, garden walls, 
repointing, patios and masonry consultation. 
www.herringbonebrickwork.com 
Info@herringbonebrickwork.com  
Steven - 07856 607920  Upton Grey 
 
HOOK CARPENTRY  
Your local carpenter and joiner. Bespoke cabinet 
making for bedrooms & home offices. And much 
more, for your general carpentry requirements. 
Personally designed and handcrafted with over 35 yrs 
experience.  hellohookcarpentry@btinternet.com 
www.hookcarpentry.co.uk  Tel 07900691605 
 
ANDY TURNER DECORATORS 
01256 861 881 
email: andy@decorate.uk.net 
  
PETER LINDGREN 
Decorating & General Maintenance 
Mature professional, references available 
Upton Grey 01256 862230     
Mobile 0759 3357 009  
continued 
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Builders, carpenters, roofers continued 
MICK TOTT CONSTRUCTION  
Building Contractors of Greywell  
01256 703500 info@micktottconstruction.co.uk 
www.micktottconstruction.co.uk  
 
 
PRINCE ROOFING LTD.  Father & son. Est 50 yrs.  
Specialising in Tile Roofs, Slate Roofs, Flat Roofs & 
Leadworks, Roof Repairs, Roof Maintenance, Storm 
Damage, and Insurance Works. Drone surveys, 
Chimney Repairs and Rebuilds, Fascias, Soffit and 
Guttering repair/replacement/cleaning  
Office: 01256 702428    Mobile: 07904 270 313 / 
07950 875 411 Email: info@princeroofing.co.uk  
   

PJH PLASTERING  All aspects of Plastering, 30+ 

years’ experience.  Call 07753588901,  
info@pjh-plastering.co.uk, 
 www.pjh-plastering.co.uk/ 
 
WESTPORT GREY LTD 
Construction - Management - Development 
Bespoke building projects 
for the discerning client 
Tel: 01256 636 511 
www.westportgrey.co.uk 
 
SARSEN ROOFING and property maintenance, 
roofing problems and leaks. Work undertaken, 
slating, building maintenance. Major work guaranteed 
15 years. Family business   Estimates free. 
Tel 01980 742200 
 
 
TORTOISE WOODWORK   Help available with all 
your carpentry needs, whether maintenance or 
improvement, no job too small. Careful, methodical, 
creative. Further details www.tortoisewoodwork.com 
 Contact Rory in Upton Grey on 07956 231 214 
or rory.vereker@outlook.com 
 
 
CARE & SUPPORT AT HOME 
ACCESS CARE – truly personal and private, 
Hampshire based live-in care specialists. 
We have the finest, flexible and  experienced carers 
who can support you in the comfort of your own home 
For a free no obligation in person or telephone 
consultation please call Tatty Buckley on 
01264319384 or email tatty@access-care.co.uk 
continued 

CALIDA CARE, providing award winning personal care 
and companionship from 30 minutes a week to 24/7, Live-
in Care. 
Our service is the perfect solution to help clients remain 
independent while receiving the correct level of support, in 
familiar surroundings. To find out more: 01256-700991. 
https://www.calidacare.co.uk 

 
CATERING, EVENT EQUIPMENT HIRE 
FRAN WITH A PAN  
Catering for all types of events, creating bespoke 
menus tailored to suit you.  
www.franwithapan.com  franwithapan@gmail.com 
07889916121 Instagram: @franwithapan     
 
JANE STOCKDALE   For all catering requirements  
including dinners, lunches, buffets, cocktail parties, 
tea parties, Christening parties, After Service 
gatherings. Individual dishes, cooking for the freezer. 
Specializing in cakes & canapés. 
Please call 01252 723161 or 0777 5696918.    
email: janestockdale01@hotmail.co.uk 
 
PARTY LINE 
Catering equipment hire.  China glasses, linen, cake 
stands, tables, chairs, BBQ.  See website for prices. 
01256 469255   07753 639845  www.partyline.co 
 
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  
BRUSHSTROKES Chimney Sweep.  Wood burning 
stove service and repair specialist.  Chimney 
problems solved. Pots, cowls and bird guards fitted. 
GMCS & HETAS reg. Keith Mitchell, Brush Strokes, 
The Hunny Tree, Seale Lane, Seale, GU10 1 LE.  
O1252 783456   www.masterchimneysweep.co.uk 
 
SMOKELESS SWEEPS chimney sweeping services. 
Full Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps.  
Services include rotary power sweep, traditional 
chimney sweep, stove maintenance (Aga, Rayburn), 
birds nest removal,  CCTV Chimney inspection. Guild 
certificates issued with each job. Call 07881 056421  
 info@smokelesssweeps.co.uk 
www.smokelesssweeps.co.uk 
 
STUBBYS CHIMNEY SWEEPING  
Sweeping and Maintaining Open Fires, Log Burners, 
Rayburns, Agas & Inglenooks 
Also offer Cap & Cowl fitting, CCTV Inspections. 
HETAS and Guild of Master Chimney Sweep 
accredited.. Contact 01420 549064 or 
info@stubbyschimneysweeping.co.uk 
www.stubbyschimneysweeping.co.uk 
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CARPET CLEANING 
HART CARPET CARE, Est. 1975. Professional 
carpet and upholstery care including: cleaning, stain 
protection & anti allergen treatments, and flood and  
water damage recovery.  Contact Tim Marshall on T. 
01252 849920 M. 07803168693 
tim@hartcarpetcare.co.uk, www.hartcarpetcare.co.uk 
 
CLEANING 
TIDY TIME SERVICES offers reliable domestic 
cleaning and housekeeping services.  
For quotes please phone Lucy on 07768639762.  
www.tidytimeservices.com 
 
CLOCKS    MJW CLOCKS 
Antique clock repairs, restoration & sales. 
Free local Collection/delivery. 
Contact Mike Webb.    01256 862492 
07734 817741       www.mjwclocks.co.uk 
 
COMPUTERS 
PC-DAD COMPUTER REPAIRS 
For local, affordable computer/laptop repairs call 
Jason on 07887 530683  
https://www.pc-dad.co.uk.   jason@pc-dad.co.uk 
Available on Facebook / Messenger / WhatsApp too 
 
PROBLEM PC? – Peter Bishop 

Specialises in support for home, home office & small 
business users.  
Data transfer and new pc setup a speciality. 
I can resolve any confusion you may have. 
Prices clarified up-front. Based locally & established 
20yrs. Tel: 01252 627398 / 07768 921788 
info@problempc.co.uk  www.problempc.co.uk 
 
DENTISTS     
ENVISAGE DENTAL.  
Affordable dentistry, with clear results for the whole 
family. Gentle, reliable and highly qualified to care for 
all your dental needs.  From routine to complex and 
nervous cases. Come and visit us in Basingstoke 
01256 461888 and Alton 01420 84443 and Guinea 
Court Chineham 01265 840141   
Love your dentist.   www.envisage-dental.co.uk 
 
GWYNNE DENTAL. Quality private dentistry 
delivered by 3 highly experienced dentists. 
A family run surgery where all patients have the 
principals’ number for out of hours care. 
Contact: 01256 321945 
jennifer@gwynnedental.co.uk 
www.gwynnedental.co.uk        continued 

 
ODIHAM DENTAL is a private dental practice on 
Odiham High Street. We offer the best quality private 
treatment to adults and children. We’re committed to 
preventing dental problems and helping you have a 
healthy mouth and smile.  We offer general dentistry, 
dental implants and cosmetic braces. 
www.odihamdental.co.uk   01256 636472 
 
DOGS 
PAWPRINT DOG TRAINING.   
Does your dog run away when called or pull like a 
train or do you want to train your puppy or gundog?  
Then ring today 01420 587086, 07787416275 
 
SIT N STAY PET SERVICES 

House and pet sitting 
Dog walking, pop ins and much more 
07538080263(Amber) 
sitnstayservices@outlook.com 
Fully insured and DBS checked 
You can Find me on Facebook and Instagram 

 
DRIVING LESSONS 
SILVERLINE SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
Local female driving instructor.  Calm, patient and 
reliable. Flexible to fit around work and college 
commitments. Contact:   nicki.lewis@hotmail.co.uk  
01420 561877  or 07717 853658 
 
SPRUCE SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

Established, local, reliable Driving Instructor  
ADRIAN SPRUCE 07976 967059 
adrian@spruceschoolofmotoring.com 

 
ELECTRICAL, APPLIANCES 
See also TV  
BRIAN BANE & SON 
Hoover & Hotpoint machines  
Service and repairs 
01252 844779   
 
ELECTRAGUARD Reliable Local Electrician 
All electrical work undertaken 
Lighting |Sockets | Fuseboards | Outbuildings | Fault-
Finding | Rewiring & any other electrical work for your 
home or business 
For a no obligation quote please call John on 07879 
078373  www.electraguard.uk 
 
 
 
continued 
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Electricians continued  
J HARRIS ELECTRICAL LTD 

A full range of electrical services for domestic and 
commercial customers. NICEIC approved contractor. 
Contact John Harris. 
Tel: 07899 800329 / 01256 323029 
email: info@jharriselectrical.co.uk 
www.jharriselectrical.co.uk 
 
KEEN ELECTRICS Electrical Contractors.  
Professional, Domestic and commercial Electrical 
Contractors.  Fully qualified and registered.  
Rochester House, 5 Aldershot Road,  
Fleet, Hants GU51 3NG. 
Tel 01252 614987.  www.keenelectrics.co.uk. 
 
FARM SHOPS  
NEWLYNS FARM SHOP, CAFÉ and COOKERY 
SCHOOL. Quality meat from our family farm. 
Traditional free-range chicken, pork, beef & lamb, 
eggs.  Home-produced dry-cured bacon.  Homemade 
pies, bread and cakes freshly baked on the premises.  
Lodge Farm, Hook Rd, North Warnborough, betwn N. 
Warnborough & Junc 5 M3.  01256 704128   
www.newlyns-farmshop.co.uk  
 
CHEYNEY FARMING PANTRY 
24 hour EGG SHED from our free range hens and 
Farm produced milled Flours( Strong, Plain & Self-
raising)&  Herriard Honey. Look us up for Seasonal 
Events.  Hyde farmyard, Herriard RG252PN 
Tel: 01256 381227  Facebook: Cheyney_farming 
Instagram: cheyneyfarmingpantry  
 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIALS  
CHARLES READ & DAUGHTER 

Independent family funeral directors 
9-13 Turk Street, Alton, GU34 1AG Tel 01420 83551 
Email: alton@charlesreaddaughter.uk 
WWW.charlesreaddaughter.uk 
 
SPENCER & PEYTON LTD 
Independent, family-run Funeral Directors & 
Monumental Masons 
London Road, Hook. 01256 761717 
380 Worting Road, Basingstoke. 01256 323165 
funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk 
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk 
 
 
continued 
 

 
Funerals continued 
JONATHAN WILLIAMS INDEPENDENT FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS LTD 
Independent, caring & family run Funeral Directors.  
35-41 Essex Road, Basingstoke. 01256 817603  
info@jonathanwilliamsfunerals.co.uk 
www.Jonathanwilliamsfunerals.co.uk 
 
 
 
FURNITURE, JOINERY, DESIGN 
See also under Builders   
CHIPANDELL JOINERY.  Established 35 years. 
Traditional local craftsmen. Purpose-made 
joinery.  Doors, windows, staircases.  Kitchens & 
bedrooms.  Handmade furniture.  Specialist bespoke 
joinery using European hardwood.  Herriard 01256 
381 183   www.chipandell.co.uk         
 
HUGO EGLESTON FURNITURE,   
Furniture & woodwork designed & made to order.  
Old Farm Yard, Lasham, GU 34 5RY, tel 01256 
381368   www.eglestonfurniture.co.uk    
 
F B DESIGN, CABINET MAKERS  
Studies, Bookcases, Libraries and Home Offices.  
Freestanding and Fitted Furniture. 
Designed and made in Herriard Park 
www.fbdesign.co.uk 
01256 381855 
 
JAMES KNIGHT INTERIORS Ltd 

Makers of Beautiful Cabinetry and Hand Crafted 
Kitchens  We will design, manufacture & install your 
cabinetry. Made in house by a talented team of 
joiners and designers in Upton Grey, to an 
exceptionally high standard.  01256 862462 
www.jamesknightinteriors.co.uk 
Email info@jamesknightinteriors.co.uk 
 
ODIHAM JOINERY  
Specialist bespoke joinery, windows,  
doors, staircases, freestanding furniture  
Email info@odihamjoinery.co.uk  
01256 703353 www.odihamjoinery.co.uk 
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FURNISHING FABRICS, BLINDS, CURTAINS, 
INTERIORS, SOFAS, CARPETS 
COVER UP DESIGNS offer a full range of interior 
design services. We produce hand-made soft 
furnishings in-house and offer a popular re-upholstery 
service. Our studio has a wide selection of beautiful 
up-to-the-minute fabrics, trimmings and wallpapers. 
The Barn, Hannington Farm, Hannington RG26 5TZ   
01635 297981   www.coverupdesigns.co.uk 
info@coverupdesigns.co.uk 
 
FARNHAM ANTIQUE CARPETS.  Specialists in 
Antique & Decorative carpets.  View our huge stock 
by appointment at our Crondall showroom, opposite 
the church. Additional services include cleaning, 
restoration & valuations.The Old Parsonage,  
Crondall,  GU10 4NF    01252 851215.  
www.farnhamantiquecarpets.com 
info@farnhamantiquecarpets.com 
 

 CHILBOLTON CHAIR COMPANY   Makers & 
Upholsterers of fine quality furniture. Bespoke hand-
made furniture. Re-upholstery of antique or modern 
furniture. Curtains, blinds, soft furnishings.   
Please call or visit. 07582 850810, 07961 800601, 
01264 861117.  info@chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk 
Unit 12B, Stonefield Park, Chilbolton SO20 6BL 
www.chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk 
 
HANDMADE RUGS. Beautiful showroom nestled in 
the heart of Alresford.  A huge selection of traditional 
and contemporary styles, Afghan, Persian, Indian and 
Nepalese. We also offer a bespoke service. 
19-21 West Street, Alresford,SO24 9AB.  
01962 734504   All of our rugs are available online. 
www.handmaderugs.co.uk   
alresford@handmaderugs.co.uk 
 
HONEYSUCKLE INTERIORS LTD Professionally 
hand-made soft furnishings including curtains, blinds, 
re-upholstery. All your interior design requirements. 
Huge library of fabric & wallpaper. Alterations and 
fitting service plus lots of friendly advice. Open Tues-
Fri 10am to 4pm. Strictly by Appointment. 15 Meon 
Road, Oakley, Basingstoke RG23 7AL 01256 
780831. www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk  
 
SOFAS & STUFF.  Sofas and beds, handmade in 
Britain, in any fabric in the World. Affordable and with 
a life-time guarantee. Visit our beautiful barn 
showroom, free parking and a fresh cup of coffee at 
The Walled Garden, Herriard Estate, RG25 2PL 
01256 637240   www.sofasandstuff.com 
 

FURNITURE RESTORATION 
THE CABINET REPAIR SHOP 
Woodlands Farm, Blacknest, Alton, 
Hants GU34 4QB 
Telephone:01420 23090 /01252 794260 
email: csembling@outlook.com  
www.csembling.co.uk 
 
GARAGE SERVICES 

KINGS MOTOR SERVICES.  MOT Test centre – 
Book MOT’s via the website, email or ring us. 
Servicing on all makes of cars. Tyres. Air con. 
Diagnostics. The Never Despair, Alton Road,  
S. Warnborough, Hampshire RG29 1RT  
Tel 01256 862221   enquiries@kings-motors.co.uk 
www.kings-motors.co.uk  
 
 
GARDENS, LANDSCAPING, FENCES 
see also Tree Work, Logs   
SAUNDERS LANDSCAPE SERVICES 
All general garden maintenance 
Patios, walls, fencing 
Hard and soft landscaping 
Tel/fax 01256 520163, mob 07831 318097 
 
J SMITH & SON   
Regular and one-off visits. 
Lawns, Hedges, turfing, patios, driveways, fencing, 
pergolas, brickwork, garden clearance, gutters, and 
much more. Please phone for a free quotation 
01256 862860 or 07990 576440 
Victoria@jsmithandson.com 
www.jsmithandson.com                   
 
HEALTH, PHYSIO, PILATES, COUNSELLING 
PHYSIOTHERAPY & CLINICAL PILATES using 
reformer, trapeze table, theraband and weights for 
injury treatment and prevention, strength and 
wellbeing. 07525 140967 annabelsag@gmail.com 
 
 
Physio SQUARE ONE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC. 
Odiham. Award-winning private practice offering 
physiotherapy, manual therapy, sports massage, 
shockwave therapy, acupuncture and running 
analysis. For ALL ages including children and 
adolescents. Affiliated with all private medical 
insurance companies. 01256 541515  
www.square-one.uk.com   info@square-one.uk.com 
 
continued 
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Health, counselling continued 
QUALIFIED THERAPIST/COUNSELLOR 
You may be seeking counselling for anxiety, abuse, 
bereavement, relationship issues, or perhaps you feel 
stuck or out of sorts. I see therapy as an opportunity 
to safely explore your emotions and develop coping 
strategies. Counselling rooms in Alton & Winchester. 
Also Zoom. Annabel Hannam (Upton Grey) 07752 

434336 www.annabelhannamtherapy.co.uk 
 
 
MARQUEES AND TENTS 
JOHN M CARTER LTD 
Established over 150 years 
Hirers of Traditional and Frame Marquees 
Makers of PVC and Canvas Covers 
Calor Gas Dealer and Delivery 
01256 324434 
www.johnmcarterltd.co.uk 
 
 
NURSERY, CHILDMINDING   
BEEHIVE MONTESSORI PRE-SCHOOL, Shalden, 
between Upton Grey and Alton. Our experienced 
team offer an environment where children thrive on 
outdoor adventures, cosy corners, nature walks, 
stories, creativity, learning through play, problem 
solving, friendship, mutual respect, and child-led 
learning. Contact 07940 558793 or 01420 542416, 
beehiveatshalden@gmail.com beehive-alton.co.uk   
 
Alison Fontaine OFSTED Outstanding Registered 
CHILDMINDER South Warnborough  
Tel:01256 862116 Mobile: 0771 227 0922  
Email: AlisonFontaine303@gmail.com 
 
PEST CONTROL  
BROWNING PEST SERVICES LTD 
Mammals, insects and birds. One-off treatments and 
annual contracts.  BPCA trained and insured 
Most treatments guaranteed including rodents, 
wasps, squirrels and moles. No Sun or bank holiday 
surcharges. 01420 587086 , m.  07717 132276.  
www.mole-control-hampshire.co.uk 
 

TEST VALLEY PEST CONTROL LTD. All pest 
control work undertaken. Residential and 
Commercial. One Off Treatments and Ongoing Pest 
Management Programmes. Rats. Mice. Wasps. 
Hornets. Moles. Clothes Moth. Cluster Fly. Bed Bugs. 
Fleas etc. Non Sign Written Vehicles. Discreet 
Service. Fully Insured. BPCA Qualified. Local 
operator: 07718986858 

PIANOS   
BEN WHEELER PIANOS LTD 
Piano sales: new and used. Piano tuning & repair, 
piano removals, piano stools and accessories. 
www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk   01256 477198 
 
 
 
 
 
PLUMBING 
S.R. HALL Ltd  
Gas-Safe registered Plumbing & Heating Engineers  
All aspects of plumbing works undertaken  
01256 765535, email: srhallltd@btconnect.com 
 
SAS PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD  (Steve 
Sullivan) All aspects of plumbing and heating 
Specialising in design and installation of luxury 
bathrooms. Power showers. Water softeners 
Gas and oil heating systems. Boiler and cylinder 
changes. Gas Safe Registered  (176318)    Oftec 

Registered (C8958)   01256 478920 or e-mail 
karenjsullivan7@gmail.com 
  
DAVID F ROBERTS Plumbing and Heating Engineer 
Fully qualified, reliable and professional, with over 50 
years’ experience. Services include: New heating 
systems, hot water systems, upgrades, new 
bathrooms, welding, landlords certificates, leadwork. 
Gas safe registered (542535) 
Tel 01256 593279 and 07917 529065 
Email davidfroberts@outlook.com 
  
STEVEN LAWRENCE Plumbing Services Ltd 
Installation, repair & maintenance of boilers, central 
heating, radiators, taps, showers, toilets. Burst pipes 
& leaks, blockages.   Gas Safe registered (179698).   
Tel 01252 622349, mobile 07957 306 202 
email: plumbing.services14@gmail.com 
 
MJP PLUMBING & HEATING LTD   Helpful friendly 
plumber; will do any job from a tap washer to refitting 
your bathroom.   Gas safe registered. Contact Mike 
on 07768 844276 or mike@mjpplumbing.com 
 
PREMISES, OFFICES TO RENT    
HERRIARD ESTATE Offices, workshops and stores 
available; occasional cottages and paddocks. 
Herriard Estate Office: 01256 381275.  
www.herriardpark.com 

 

continued 
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Premises to rent, continued 
OFFICES.CO 
Whatever your office space requirements, Offices.co 
can help!  Contact: 0203 998 2883 
Web: https://offices.co/uk/basingstoke 
 
PRIME OFFICE SPACE  
Serviced, coworking and virtual office solutions. 
Call 020 3970 9731  
https://primeofficespace.co.uk/basingstoke 
 
 
SADDLERS, LEATHERWORK 
LESLEY RALPH SADDLER 
Saddlery, riding boots repair service. Zip 
replacements, gun slips, handbags, briefcase and 
leatherwork repairs. Please text 07783575727. 
lesleyralphsaddler@gmail.com 
www.lesleyralphsaddler.co.uk 
 
 
SECURITY ALARMS  
SECURITY SERVICES Your local SSAIB approved 
installer with over 20 years’ experience in the alarm 
industry. All installations comply with current industry 
standards and can be either audible or monitored. 
Existing systems maintained based on site visit.  We 
also do CCTV and Access Control installations. For 
info or free quote call 01252 844318  
www.securityserviceshants.co.uk 
 
MJM SECURITY SOLUTIONS. CCTV installations 
and intruder alarm systems.  I have been in the 
security industry for 30 years+.  Resident of Upton 
Grey. For a free survey or quotation please contact 
Steve on 07921 719459 / 07465 884813 or email at 
MJMcctvsolutions@outlook.com  
 
STATIONERY 
HERITAGE PERSONALISED STATIONERY   A 
small design business in Odiham. Personalised 
stationery for all your needs. We specialise in 
Correspondence cards, Letterheads, Invitations and 
Bereavement stationery.  We make the printing of 
beautiful stationery a breeze.  Amanda Clemett  
07449174197: www.heritage-stationery.co.uk  
sales@heritage-stationery.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSPORT   
 L.HUNT & SONS LTD 
General haulage, workshop, warehouse, groupage, 
low loaders, HIABS, 
Reynard House, Weston Road, 
Upton Grey, RG25 2RJ 
01256 862 702.   Fax 01256 862190 
www.huntsofbasingstoke.com 
 
TREE WORK & LOGS 
See also under Gardens 
M&S TREES, Tree Care Specialists 
Catering for all aspects of tree care. 
07786 705315 mikeandsteve@mandstrees.co.uk 
www.mandstrees.co.uk   Wrecclesham                  
 
 
 
TREE SCENE ARBORICULTURE 
Tree Surgeon - Fully qualified and insured (£5m) 
All aspects of tree work and stump grinding 
Tel: 01256 763859 or 07766 256788 
Email: TreeSceneArb@gmail.com 
www.TreeSceneArb.com 
 
HOGS LOGS   Seasoned fire wood, barn kept & 
dried.  For delivery call 07917855467 
info@hogslogs.co.uk 
www.hogslogs.co.uk 
 
 
TELEVISION AERIAL SATELLITE CCTV Wi-Fi 
HORIZON SOUND & VISION  Aerial & Satellite 
installation for Freeview & Freesat.  Additional TV 
outlets. Repairs to NO Signal & Weak Signal.  SkyHD 
SkyQ. Tuning & TV set up. Cable Tidy 
TV Wall Installation with hidden cabling.   Wi-Fi 
Signal Improvement. Starlink Internet for Rural areas. 
CCTV Installations.  Ring Doorbell.  01256 841860 
info@horizonsoundandvision.co.uk   
www.horizonsoundandvision.co.uk 
 
WATER SOFTENING 
AMS MAYFAIR. Fed up with scale in showers & 
kettles or the taste of your tap water? A family 
business based in Hook, we manufacture / supply 
affordable water softeners and water filters including 
the latest block salt versions. We also undertake 
water softener servicing and repairs, no call out 
charge. For more info call 01256 768171, mob 
07836247694 or visit  www.amswater.co.uk. 
 
 

https://primeofficespace.co.uk/basingstoke
mailto:lesleyralphsaddler@gmail.com
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WEBSITES 

WEB DIRECTIONS.  Websites, Domains , Emails 
and Hosting Services. Open 0700 to 1900 Mon to 
Friday.  Never Despair Studios, Unit 2, Alton Road, 
South Warnborough, Hampshire RG29 1RT 
Tel 01256 863006 
hello@webdirections.co.uk  www.webdirections.co.uk 
 

 

WINDOW & EXTERIOR CLEANING 
GOPHEROWEN SERVICES, Est 2004  
Internal and external window and conservatory 
cleaning. Gutter, fascia/soffit, solar panel and 
greenhouse cleaning. Patio/Driveway cleaning and 
gutter repairs. Call 01256 704611 or email 
sales@gopherowen.com 
 
GUTTERSNIPE LTD. Gutter cleaning & repairs. 
Window & conservatory cleaning. We also clean 
soffits & fascias and solar panels. Roof moss 
removal. Beam & vaulted ceiling cleaning. 
Franchise available, call 07816 780749 
01256 830676 / 07816 780749 
kevin@guttersnipe.uk.com 
www.guttersnipe.uk.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Xtra, Xtra! 
UPTON GREY SHOP & CAFE 
The shop needs you!   Use it or lose it. 
Great variety of goods.  ‘Cook’ ready meals 
Wonderful fruit and veg 
Fresh coffee, hot drinks.     
Hours: 
8am-6pm Mon –Sat 
8am-1pm Sunday 
*New in-Shop Bakery*   
*New larger CAFÉ* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please encourage reliable local tradesmen or 
service providers to advertise in the magazine. 
Can you recommend a tradesman or local 
service? 
If so, please contact Susie Vereker at 
uptongreymagazine@gmail.com 
 
 
 
ADVERTISING RATES DIRECTORY 
£8 a line a year 
 
Sorry we cannot accept inserts or posters. 
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HERRIARD AND WINSLADE NEWS 

www.herriard-pc.gov.uk 

www.herriardvillagehub.co.uk 

Herriard Village Group on http://www.Facebook.com 

 

Herriard and Tunworth Lunch Group 

The regular Herriard/Tunworth fourth-Friday lunches restarted in April 

(12.00-1.30 at the Herriard Hub). The next date is June 27th. 
 

Herriard Prayer Group 

If you or anyone you know would like to be included in our prayers, 

please contact suzanne@moretolife.church or fiona@ashmeadow.co.uk. 
 

North Hampshire Downs Churches - Herriard Youth Hub 

6.30-8.00pm on the 1st & 3rd Sundays at The Herriard Hub  

For more information contact Helen Chatfield, youth@moretolife.church 
 

Fun Dog Show, Sunday 1st June 

Herriard Green & Pavilion 

Seven classes plus Best in Show and Reserve Best in Show. 

Waggiest Tail ● Best Veteran ● Best Young Handler ● Most Like Its 

Owner ● Best Puppy ● Best Party Trick ● Best Biscuit Catcher 

Entries to be registered 12.00-12.45. 

The show will begin at 13.00. 

Fee: £3.00 per entry or £8.00 for three entries (cash only). 
 

An invitation to Tea and Cake at Upton Grey Vicarage 

On Wednesday 18th June, Tea and Cake will be served in the Vicarage 

garden in Upton Grey (weather permitting) from 3.00-5.00pm. We’d like 

to extend an invitation to all ‘senior’ members of Upton Grey, Tunworth, 

Herriard and Weston Patrick to join us! If you’d like to come please 

RSVP simon@moretolife.church or suzanne@moretolife.church 

Hope to see you there.    Rev Simon Butler & Suzanne Newcombe 

If you would like a lift please contact either Suzanne or Fiona. 
 

Winchester Cathedral - Sunday 29th June - 10.00am 

Suzanne Newcombe’s time in training for ordination is drawing to a 

close. Suzanne will be ordained as Deacon on 29th June - a very 

significant moment in her journey of faith and service to God’s people. 

Her ordination service will be in Winchester Cathedral at 10.00am on 

Sunday 29th June. All are welcome - if you would like a ticket or would 

like a lift please let Suzanne, Adrian or Fiona know. 
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Pet Service 
 

 
 

Sunday 22nd June at 10.00am 
Street Croft Farm, Herriard RG25 2PQ 
 

Please do come and join us for this much loved 

service and please do bring your well behaved and non 

dangerous pets for a blessing from Ordinand Suzanne! 
 

Limited parking at the farm; if you are able to please 

park at the Church and walk across along the footpath 
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Foodbank at St Mary’s Herriard with Winslade 

We have a box in the Church for any food donations you would like to 

contribute. If you can’t make our Sunday service, you can always leave 

donations on a Saturday/Sunday at the vestry door at the back of the 

Church. If you would like to sign up for the Camrose Centre’s newsletter 

to keep up to date with the work the centre is doing and get an updated 

list of the many items they so desperately need, please visit 

www.thecamrosecentre.org. They also have an Amazon Wishlist – the 

list is regularly updated: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/printview/FY45O4AC8JKM?targ

et=_blank&ref_=lv_pv&filter=persistent_all&sort=default 

The Camrose Centre is a drop-in centre for anyone who is sleeping 

rough, homeless or vulnerably housed within Basingstoke and Deane. 

Please see this recent message from the Centre: 

A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Supporters 

We would like to extend our deepest thanks to everyone who has 

supported us recently - your generosity makes a real difference.  

Special thanks to: 

Frank Bond and Basingstoke West Scouts for their kind donation of cash 

and underwear; Julie Home for the thoughtful gift of biscuits;  

Herriard Church for their generous food donations; The Tadley Trust 

for supplying toothbrushes and boxer shorts; Castle Trust Bank staff at 

Basing View for collecting clothing; David Manning & Co Property 

Solicitors in Whitchurch, and their wonderful customers, for raising 

funds over the past few months; Emily Juliff, Elizabeth Marshall, Tina 

Jordan, and many others for their generous Amazon Wish List 

donations; Penningtons Manches Cooper Solicitors for a much-

appreciated food donation; Rachel and the Hatchwarren Runners for 

their recent donation; Morrisons, Tesco and their customers for 

contributing so generously. Your kindness brings comfort and hope to 

those who need it most. Thank you for standing with us.  

Finally, thanks to you our supporters for being such a vital part of our 

work. Your continued help, whether through donations, volunteering, or 

simply spreading the word, helps us provide the care and resources our 

clients need. We look forward to keeping you updated and working 

together to make a lasting difference in our community. 

From Clare and the Camrose Centre Team 
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TUNWORTH NEWS 

 

Coffee & Cake: Thursday 5th June 10.30am 
On the first Thursday of the month, we meet for Coffee and Cake in the 

church porch. Please do join us if you are at home and fancy taking a 

break from online work. 

 

Herriard and Tunworth Lunch Group 

The regular Herriard/Tunworth fourth-Friday lunches restarted in April 

(12.00-1.30 at the Herriard Hub). The next date is June 27th. 

 

Christianity in Iran: Sunday 8th June 6.00pm 

During Evensong on 8th June the missionary Simon Baynham will be 

giving a fascinating talk about Christianity in Iran.  

 

Tunworth Home Group  

The Tunworth Home Group usually meets once or twice a month on 

Wednesdays from 7.00 to 8.00pm at The Orangery, Hackwood Park, to 

study Bible passages and Biblical themes. The June dates are the 4th and 

18th. If you would like to know more or to join, please contact Gabrielle. 

 

An invitation to Tea and Cake at Upton Grey Vicarage 

On Wednesday 18th June, Tea and Cake will be served in the Vicarage 

garden in Upton Grey (weather permitting) from 3.00-5.00pm. We’d like 

to extend an invitation to all ‘senior’ members of Upton Grey, Tunworth, 

Herriard and Weston Patrick to join us! If you’d like to come please 

RSVP simon@moretolife.church or suzanne@moretolife.church 

Hope to see you there.    Rev Simon Butler & Suzanne Newcombe 

 

Tunworth Pet Service: Sunday 22nd June 

The Tunworth Pet Service is at All Saints Church on Sunday 22nd June 

at 9.00am. All pets, with their accompanying adults and children, will be 

most welcome. 

 

Save the date –  

Sunday July 13th Flower Festival 12.00-6.00pm at All Saints’ Church, 

Tunworth. £5 entrance on the door. Refreshments available. To book a 

place on the corsage, posy and flower crown workshop and to enter the 

‘Decorate a Welly’ competition, please visit 

https://tunworthflowers.eventbrite.co.uk 
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WESTON PATRICK & WESTON CORBETT NEWS 

 

We held our first Pet Service in our Churchyard during May.  It was a 

truly joyous occasion with many people, dogs, two ponies and a chicken.  

We gave thanks for all these animals that bring us much happiness and 

support and were blessed by beautiful weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next services are Holy Communion on Sunday 8th June at 

10.00 am with our Team Rector, Chris Dudgeon and then Evensong on 

Sunday 22nd June at 5.00pm with our fabulous choir.  

Our Village Barbecue will be held in the garden of The Old 

Rectory on Saturday 14th June from 5.30pm. Please see the poster 

later in this magazine for details. 

Reverend Linda Scard will be praying for our community in our 

church at 9.00am on the first Friday of every month and will be there on 

Friday 6th June. All are very welcome to join her but if you are unable to 

attend personally and would like her to pray for someone specific, please 

contact her: Revd. Linda Scard on 01256 703294 / 07801 039717 or 

linda@moretolife.church 

Our Village Coffee morning will be held on the fourth Wednesday 

of the month, on 25th June, at 11.00 am in the Village Hall.  Everybody 

(and your dog) is welcome to pop in. 
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Weston Patrick and Weston Corbett’s Women’s Home Group 

welcomes any women who would like to come along. This is an 

informal fellowship group exploring faith and how faith relates to our 

daily lives. This term we’re using “The Good and Beautiful Life” a book 

by James Bryan Smith which starts with the premise that everyone 

wants, and searches for, happiness and then explores what happiness is 

and how we know when we’ve found it. For more details or if you would 

like to join us, please contact Revd. Linda Scard on 01256 

703294/07801 039717 or linda@moretolife.church 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An invitation to Tea & Cake from the Revd Simon Butler 

On Wednesday 18th June, Tea and Cake will be served in the Vicarage 

garden in Upton Grey (weather permitting) from 3.00-5.00pm. We’d like 

to extend an invitation to all ‘senior’ members of Upton Grey, Tunworth, 

Herriard and Weston Patrick to join us! If you’d like to come please 

RSVP simon@moretolife.church or suzanne@moretolife.church 

Hope to see you there.    Rev Simon Butler & Suzanne Newcombe 

Coffee Mornings 
Weston Patrick Village Hall 

Wednesday 25th June 

11.00-12.30 
Then on the fourth Wednesday of 

each month 

Join us for Coffee & Cake 

All ages welcome! 

St Lawrence 
Weston Patrick 

www.moretolife.church 
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OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS 

 

Cross Barn Odiham – film / theatre / Jazz for June & July 2025 

June 20th Film: Juror #2  

A fascinating legal thriller about truth, justice (for better, for worse) the 

American way, directed by an all-American icon, Clint Eastwood.  

The trial is in progress and the defendant has been charged with murder 

when Juror #2 (Nicholas Hoult) realizes that he himself might have been 

the unintentional killer.  

June 27th Film: Bridget Jones: Mad About The Boy  

Bridget is alone once again, widowed four years ago. She’s now a single 

mother to 10-year-old Billy and 6-year-old Mabel. Stuck in an emotional 

desert, she goes back to work and even tries out dating apps!  

A bittersweet romp about new beginnings with Renée Zellweger.  

July 18th Film: Small Things Like These  
While working as a coal merchant to support his family, a father (Cillian 

Murphy) confronts the truth of one of Ireland’s infamous Magdalene 

Laundries.  

July 25th Celebrate Summer: an evening of joyous, upbeat jazz: 

New Orleans, Dixieland and Swing…  
… with the Pete Rudeforth Band: trumpet, clarinet, tenor, saxophone, 

trombone, banjo, double bass and drums - and plenty of vocals.  

Tickets - Film: £7.50, Jazz: £20. Doors open at 19.00, Jazz starts at 

19.30, Films at 19.45. Coffee/tea, wine and ice cream available.  

Purchase tickets online at http://www.thecrossbarn.org.uk 

 

Basingstoke Choral Society present a Summer Evening of Mozart, 

Saturday 5th July 2025, 7.00pm, All Saints Church Odiham 

The Conductor is Ben Cooper who will be accompanied by professional 

soloists and organ. Programme: Mozart Requiem and Mozart Solemn 

Vespers. To book: https://www.basingstoke-choral.org.uk/events-all 

Strawberries and glass of wine or soft drink included in ticket 

price, available from 6.00pm.  

We present an unforgettable evening of music performing one of 

the most iconic works in the choral repertoire: Mozart’s Requiem. This 

haunting and emotionally charged piece has captivated audiences for 

centuries with its profound beauty and timeless power. The Solemn 

Vespers is not performed as often as the Requiem but is a work of 

emotional range and powerful contrasts making it a truly hidden gem 

from Mozart's sacred repertoire.  
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The Jubilee Choir Presents ‘Songs from the Shows’, Sunday 22nd 

June 7.30pm, All Saints’ Church, Odiham 

Music from Rogers and Hammerstein, Gershwin, Lerner and Loewe, 

Gilbert and Sullivan and much more… 

Tickets are £15 (free for 18s and under) and include a glass of fizz.  

Buy 3 tickets, get an extra half price.   

Available from www.jubileechoir.co.uk, Lynn Lymer on 07837 

571708, or Katharine Jane in the High Street, Odiham. 

 

North Warnborough and District Garden Club 

We do not hold a meeting in the hall in June as we have our annual visit. 

We look forward to welcoming members and guests as usual in July. For 

further information please visit our website https://www.nwdgc.org.uk 
 

Odiham Open Gardens – Saturday 14th June, 2.00-5.00pm 

Entry: suggested donation £7.50, under-16s free. 

Tickets are available on the day from participating gardens in the High 

Street. There will be home-made teas and refreshments available. All 

proceeds will go to All Saints Church to help maintain the churchyard. 

 

Foodbank 

The Basingstoke Foodbank, together with Trussell, provides free 

emergency food and toiletries to local people in crisis within the 

Basingstoke and Deane area. Established in 2012, the foodbank operates 

through a voucher system with referrals from local agencies. It has 

multiple distribution points in Basingstoke and offers opportunities to 

donate food, volunteer, or contribute financially. For more details, visit 

https://basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk/  Every egg counts!  

 

North Hampshire Downs 

Mothers’ Union 

 

As I mentioned last month, on Saturday June 14th, we will have a stall at 

Hartley Wintney Village Festival where we plan to sell second-hand 

books to raise funds for the Mothers’ Union campaign to support literacy 

around the world, particularly for women and girls; 480 million women 

around the world can’t read or write, which means that they can’t 

register the birth of their baby, read the labels on medicine bottles or 

open a bank account. Literacy is so important as it empowers women 

and changes their lives and the lives of their community. There is a box 
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at the back of All Saints Church Odiham for you to leave your donations 

of books, and thank you for your support.  

In June, we will also be holding our Festival Service at St Lawrence’s 

Church in Winchester on Thursday 19th June at 11.00am, and all are 

welcome to join us for that service. Our next branch meeting will take place 

on Monday 2nd June at 7:30pm at the RAF Chaplaincy Centre as usual. 

Sue Murphy, 01252 845011 / 07881 828450 

or email suemurphymubranch@outlook.com 

 

 

 
 

It’s Good to Listen! 

As a u3a, we try to be self-sufficient, with members running the vast 

majority of our groups. However, we also enjoy and benefit from 

hearing from other people and this has been a bumper month! 

The May members monthly meeting was a ‘sell 

out’ and extremely well received; the topic was ‘The 

Iranian Embassy Siege - the SAS in action’. This 

took place in 1980 and many of you will remember 

the SAS assault, codenamed ‘Operation Nimrod’, 

being broadcast live at peak time on 5th May 1980. It 

was viewed by millions of people, mostly in the UK, making it an 

important moment in British history. The presenter, Guy Bartlett, 

described the siege using first hand testimony from those present but also 

showed us actual footage that was broadcast by both the BBC and ITV. 

Meanwhile Science & Tech 

had a tale of two horse powers! 

Firstly, they heard from Alan 

Frener about the BloodhoundLSR 

attempting to break the land speed 

record. In its tests it generated 

over 135,000 horsepower.  

In complete contrast, at a second meeting, David Throup described 

the Crofton Beam Engine which has operated for over 200 years and is 

the oldest working beam engine in the world. It generates a more modest 

40 horsepower. 

At our Health and Wellbeing Study Day there were a succession of 

presentations including representatives from Mind and The Macular 

Society. Both presentations covered the very important support and 

advice these organisations could provide to people in need. 
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However, our members have been getting in on the act too! At a 

recent meeting of the Environment & Climate group, one of the 

members gave a presentation ‘How to save the planet - one bathroom at 

a time!’ The focus was on removing single use plastic packaged products 

and what could be bought and used instead. The member 

then spent hours recording her advice as a video so that 

others could access the information! 

To find out more, please visit our website. 

https://odiham.u3asite.uk/  

 

National Garden Scheme – Hampshire  
Community Garden Grants: in 2011 the National Garden 

Scheme launched its Community Garden Grants - since 

then £1,202,360 has been donated to over 500 community 

projects. The 2025 Grants have recently been announced, 

and I am pleased to say that a total of £8,212 has been 

awarded to three projects within Hampshire; they are the YMCA 

Southampton, Dementia Friendly Hampshire (based in Havant), and The 

Healthy Haven, Southampton. The total amount donated in 2025 to 

Community Projects was a staggering £294,260. This went to a total of 

117 community garden projects across England, Wales and Northern 

Ireland. To help us raise funds for the Community Garden Grants and 

our annual Beneficiary Donations, all you have to do is simply visit an 

NGS garden - just one visit helps. Here are a couple of suggestions for 

the end of June and July: 

Mill House, Vyne Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 

9HU. Opening: Thursday & Sunday 26th & 29th June, 2.00pm to 

6.00pm. Pre-booking available. Admission £5.00, children free. Cashless 

Payments available. Refreshments: Home-made teas (in aid of Bramley 

Church + 10% to NGS). Planted on heavy clay, the gardens of Mill 

House are relatively young, but occupy an historic site. They surround a 

recently rebuilt watermill which generates domestic electricity. Rural in 

feel, despite its proximity to Basingstoke, it features several differing 

zones. Tended solely by the owners, the structure and planting has been 

chosen to facilitate easy maintenance (by hand, powered machinery and 

sheep) to save time. Static and moving water provide interest and a 

haven for waterfowl, pied wagtails, swans and kingfishers. 

If you missed this garden in April, here is an opportunity to visit 

again. This time around it will look a whole lot different. 
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Old Thatch & Millenium Barn, Sprats Hatch Lane, Winchfield 

RG27 8DD. Opening Sunday 6th July 2.00pm to 6.00pm. Pre-booking 

available. Admission £5.00, children free. Cashless Payments available. 

Refreshments: Home-made teas in aid of Sebastian’s Trust. Who could 

resist visiting Old Thatch, a chocolate box thatched cottage (not open), 

featured on film and TV, a smallholding with a 5-acre garden and 

woodland alongside the Basingstoke Canal (unfenced). A succession of 

spring bulbs, a profusion of wildflowers, perennials and homegrown 

annuals pollinated by our own bees and fertilised by the donkeys, who 

await your visit. Over 30 named clematis and rose cultivars. Children 

enjoy our garden quiz; adults enjoy tea and home-made cakes. 

Hook Cross Allotments, Reading Road, Hook RG27 9DB 

Opening: Saturday & Sunday 19th & 20th June, 1.00pm to 5.00pm. Pre-

booking available. Admission £5.00, children free. Cashless Payments 

available. Refreshments: Tea, Coffee and Cake (in aid of local charities). 

These are 5¼ acre community-run allotments overlooking Hook village.  

More than 100 plots showcasing different vegetables, fruit and flower 

growing styles. Plot holders available to chat and give demonstrations of 

how to grow your own. Community orchard, wildflower meadow, beetle 

banks, wildlife friendly gardening information. 

Happy Garden Visiting!  

Pat Beagley (Head of Publicity), NGS Hampshire 

 

North Hants National Trust Centre meeting 27th March 2025 

Sex, Scandal and the Royal Court  

The North Hants National Trust Centre members were treated on 

Thursday 27th March, after the excellent Spring lunch, to a very 

entertaining, in fact quite titillating, lecture entitled “Secrets, Scandals 

and Salacious Gossip of the Royal Court, 1660-1830” by Sarah Slater, a 

white-badge guide lecturer at Hampton Court Palace and also a South 

Central blue badge tourist guide. Sarah spoke very clearly and 

amusingly, keeping us all so well entertained that there was no risk of 

anyone nodding off! 

Sarah’s lecture was supported by excellent slides, and we began 

with some beautiful pictures of Hampton Court, lived in by every 

monarch right through from when Henry VIII, who effectively grabbed 

it off Cardinal Wolsey, to George III. This included pictures of the 

alterations made by William III and Queen Mary II, so we were 

entertained by an interesting digression into questions over the sexuality 

of both of those dual monarchs, about both of whom there was gossip, 
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but no proof. For the benefit of those with a rather hazy knowledge of 

the line of succession, after the exclusion of the Catholic descendants of 

James II, we were also shown a clear family tree making clear how the 

monarchs after Queen Anne (the four Georges and their descendants) 

inherited the throne. 

Our lecturer then took us forward to the Victorian period (slightly 

beyond our official timeline), pointing out that the Victorians were not 

really prudes so much as people simply trying to deal with the inevitable 

social and economic consequences of casual sex and also of simply 

having too many children born within marriage. We learned about the 

many different types of whores, from the lowest to the highest kept 

mistresses. There was even a book called Harrison’s List, which listed 

all the prostitutes in London, along with their prices and specialities! 

Working backward through the time period, we learned of the 

famously disastrous marriage of the Prince Regent and Caroline of 

Brunswick, of the sad life of George I’s wife Sophia Dorothea and many 

others. Charles II’s busy love life also inevitably received attention, with 

his many acknowledged mistresses and illegitimate children - though I 

always feel one should add in his favour that he always treated his wife, 

Catherine of Braganza, with respect and refused the advice of those 

telling him he should divorce her and remarry in order to produce a 

legitimate heir. He was clearly a much kinder individual than Henry 

VIII! One of history’s great “What Ifs?”  Had Charles II taken that cruel 

advice, poor Catherine would have suffered - but we would not have had 

the disastrous reign of James II, the Glorious Revolution with William 

III and Mary, the Georgians, the Jacobite rebellions ... and so on. 

The lecture was in some ways not for the faint-hearted, as we 

learned much about the various ways in which people tried to limit their 

families through some fairly primitive types of contraception - some 

more effective than others. It was amusing and interesting, and a serious 

reminder that sex wasn't invented yesterday! I particularly liked the tale 

of Theresa Constantia Phillips, who had a shop called ‘The Green 

Canister’ in Half Moon Street, Covent Garden, now Bedford Street. She 

sold the very best condoms, which could be washed and re-used - and 

which even commanded a good second-hand price! The mind boggles! 

Wendy Crozier, North Hampshire National Trust Centre. 

The NHNTC hosts monthly talks throughout the winter and monthly 

visits to properties and other interesting places through the summer.  

New members always welcome – see website (https://www.nhntc.com) 

for details and application form. 
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The North Hampshire National Trust Centre (NHNTC) AGM 

The NHNTC is the local branch of the National Trust. We provide 

monthly lectures through the Winter and monthly visits to places of 

interest through the Summer.  

At our AGM in April, the programme of visits was presented and 

discussed. In May we went to Hever Castle in Kent – the 14th century 

castle which was the childhood home of Ann Boleyn. In June the outing 

will be to Kew Gardens. Founded in 1759 these sumptuous gardens 

remain at the forefront of plant and fungal science and are hugely 

important for their conservation programmes. In July we have a double 

event. We start at Beale Wildlife Park, the home of a wide variety of 

uncommon and endearing species. In the afternoon we visit the nearby 

Basildon Park House, a fine 18th century dwelling with a chequered 

past. In August we have a cream tea and in September we will have a 

tour of The Wakes, Gilbert White’s home in Selborne. 

 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust – New nesting tower gives 

Swifts and House Martins a Lifeline 

A specially designed nesting tower has been installed at Blashford Lakes 

Nature Reserve to support struggling populations of swifts and house 

martins. 

It marks Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust’s first nesting 

tower across its estate and provides much-needed secure nesting sites for 

these red-listed bird species. 

Swifts and house martins have experienced significant population 

declines in recent decades, due to habitat loss and a reduction in suitable 

nesting sites. The UK breeding population of swifts have declined by 66 

percent between 1995 and 2022, while house martins have declined by 

44 per cent. 

Standing five metres tall, the tower features 23 swift boxes and 12 

house martin cups, offering much-needed breeding opportunities. It 

incorporates ventilation to keep the nests cool during warmer months 

and is equipped with solar panels and speakers to play pre-recorded bird 

calls, attracting young birds searching for a nesting site to settle into. 

 “This is the first nest tower of its kind across the Trust’s entire 

estate,” said Jack Medley, Reserves Officer at Hampshire & Isle of 

Wight Wildlife Trust. “It marks a significant milestone in our ongoing 

efforts to help swifts and house martins, two remarkable species facing 

serious challenges. The tower is part of our commitment to providing 

innovative solutions that help these birds thrive.” 
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Swifts and house martins migrate from 

sub-Saharan Africa to breed in the UK, 

depending on suitable nesting sites and an 

abundant insect population. Historically, swifts 

have nested in the roofs of older buildings, but 

modern renovations are sealing up access 

points, leaving them without suitable breeding 

spaces. The new tower mimics natural nesting 

conditions, offering a secure, predator-free 

location, giving these birds a vital lifeline. 

Jack says: “Swifts and house martins are 

remarkable birds that complete incredible 

migrations from Africa each year. By providing 

secure nesting spaces at Blashford Lakes Nature 

Reserve, we’re giving them a fighting chance to 

stabilise and recover. It’s fantastic to see this 

conservation effort come to life.” 

The tower also provides easy access to a 

rich supply of insects, their primary food 

source. The wetlands, reed beds, and 

woodlands at Blashford Lakes Nature Reserve 

create perfect conditions for insects to flourish, ensuring the birds have 

the resources they need to thrive during the breeding season. 

Bringing this vision to life required a combination of expert 

knowledge, skilled design, and generous support, as Jack explains: “I’m 

incredibly proud of this project and would like to extend a heartfelt 

thank you to everyone who made it a reality. A special thank you goes to 

Hampshire Ornithological Society for their generous funding, 

Hampshire Swifts for their expert advice and guidance, and to Peak 

Boxes for their craftsmanship. 

 “This tower represents a huge step in our ongoing conservation 

efforts to protect these vulnerable species, and we couldn’t have 

achieved it without the support of our partners and the dedication of so 

many involved.” 

Located next to the site’s largest Lake, Ibsley Water, the tower is 

viewable near Goosander hide. It will be closely monitored, with data 

collected on nest occupancy each year. 

Helen Skelton Smith, Communications Officer,  

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 

Helen.Skelton Smith@hiwwt.org.uk 07880 888577 

Credit: Chris Fairchild 
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HALLS FOR HIRE 

 

Upton Grey Village Hall can be hired at a basic rate of £14 per hour. 

Tables and chairs are also available to hire. There are kitchen facilities, 

including china, cutlery & glasses, central heating, sound system, stage and 

disabled access. If you don’t know the hall, we would be happy to show 

you round. To book, or if you have any questions, please contact Jane 

Hanbury on 01256 862681 or email bookings@uptongreyvillagehall.co.uk 

or visit our new website www.uptongreyvillagehall.co.uk. 

 

The Herriard Village Hub, Herriard, available for hire: wedding 

receptions, functions, parties, meetings, and events. Fully licensed bar, 

full kitchen facilities, garden, tables, chairs, sound system, disabled 

access, central heating, pool table and darts. To reserve, please see 

booking form found at www.herriardvillagehub.co.uk or email 

bookings@herriardvillagehub.co.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Please note that the views expressed in this magazine are 

the contributors’ personal opinions and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the editors. 

 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – JUNE 2025 

NB: All Church Services are listed under CHURCH NEWS near the front of the 

magazine 
 

JUNE DATES  
1st June Sun Summer Fete and Fun Dog Show, Herriard Green 12.00noon 

7th Jun Sat St Mary’s Upton Grey Fete 2.00pm 

14th Jun Sat Summer BBQ, The Old Rectory, Weston Patrick 5.30pm 

14th Jun Sat Odiham Open Gardens 2.00-5.00 

18th Jun Thur Vicarage Tea Party – Upton Grey 3.00-5.00 

22nd Jun Sun Herriard Pet Service (Street Croft Farm) 10.00am 

22nd Jun Sun Tunworth Pet Service (All Saints Church) 9.00am 

22nd Jun Sun Upton Grey Pet Service (St Mary’s Church) 10.00am 

22nd Jun Sun Concert in St Mary’s Church, Upton Grey 6.30pm 

22nd Jun Sun Jubilee Choir, Songs from the Shows, All Saints, Odiham 7.30pm 

29th Jun Sun Suzanne Newcombe’s ordination, Winchester Cathedral 10.00am 

 

ADVANCE DATES  

5th Jul Sat An Evening of Mozart, All Saints, Odiham 7.00pm 

13th Jul Sun Flower Festival, All Saints Tunworth 12.00-6.00 

24th Jul Thur Tea@3, The Orchard, Weston Road, Upton Grey 3.00pm 

4th-7th Aug  UG Junior Tennis 9.00am–12.45pm 

10th Aug Sun Comedy Theatre, Church Meadow, Upton Grey 4.30pm 

21st Aug Thur Tea@3, Pond House, Upton Grey 3.00pm 

 

REGULAR EVENTS 
Each Mon/Thu Odiham book exchange, Bridewell, Odiham 2.00pm 

Each Sat  Odiham book exchange, Bridewell, Odiham  10.00am 

Each Mon  Prayer group, 4 Little Hoddington  9.30-10.15am 

Each Thurs  Prayer group, 4 Little Hoddington  5.00-5.45pm 

Each Thurs  Coffee, Tea & Cake Morning, Hub, Herriard 10.00am 

Every 1st Thurs Coffee & Cake, Tunworth church porch 10.30am 

Every 1st Saturday Prayer Hour, All Saints Tunworth 9.00am 

2nd & 4th Mon Coffee Morning, Upton Grey Village Hall 11.00am 

2nd & 4th Tues Upton Grey ‘Get OWT’, UG Churchyard  10.00am 

Every 4th Wed Coffee Morning, Weston Patrick Village Hall 11.00am 

 

PARISH MAGAZINE COPY DEADLINE 

The copy deadline for the July issue is 15th June 2025. 

Please send news and contributions to uptongreymagazine@gmail.com. Your editors for June 

were Sheila Stranks and Nick Willmer. The editor for July will be Tess Chevallier.  



UPTON GREY VILLAGE SHOP 
AND CAFE 
Tel: 01256 862326

shopuptongrey@btconnect.com

 
 
 

Tel: 01256 862326 (Shop) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
Shop Opening Hours 

 
8am – 6pm Mon to Sat 

8 am – 1pm Sun 

 

 

RANGE OF GOODS 
 

Special range of Cheeses 
Fresh Bread & Vegetables daily 

Fresh Meat & Fish to order 
Range of Wine & Spirits 

Home Cooked Food 
and Delicatessen 

Dry Cleaning & Shoe Repairs 
Newspapers 

Home Delivery Service 
Fresh coffee, teas, chocolate 

Evri Agent 

WIDE RANGE OF GOODS

“Cook” luxury ready-meals
Fresh Vegetables & Fruit

Wines, spirits & beers
Cold meats and Cheeses

Groceries 
Newspapers

Café Area
Fresh Coffee, Teas,

Chocolate
Cakes & Toasted Sandwiches

To eat in or take-away

IN-STORE BAKERY 

Fresh Bread
Croissants

Danish Pastries
Samosas

Shop Opening Hours

8 am - 6 pm Mon to Sat

8 am - 1 pm Sun


